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World 
History 

Duration Assessed Skills Essential Question Outcomes End of Unit 
Assessment 

Unit 1& 2: 
Age and 
Growth, 
Exploration, 
and Change 

21 days (4 
period 
schedule) 

Historical contextualization 
(D2.His.1): Evaluate how 
historical events and developments 
were shaped by unique 
circumstances of time and place as 
well as broader historical contexts.  
Multiple perspectives (D2.His.4): 
Analyze complex and interacting 
factors that influenced the 
perspectives of people during 
different historical periods.  
Causation (D2.His.14): 
Analyze multiple and complex 
interrelated causes and effects of 
events in the past. 
Continuity and change 
(D2.His.2): Analyze continuity 
and change in historical eras. 
acknowledging counterclaims and 
evidentiary weaknesses.  
Argumentative Writing (D4.2):  
Construct explanations using 
sound reasoning, correct sequence 
(linear or non-linear), examples, 
and details with significant and 
pertinent information and data, 
while acknowledging the strengths 
and weaknesses of the explanation 
given its purpose. 

How do unique 
circumstances of 
time and place 
influence the 
development and 
interconnectedness 
of human societies? 
 
AND 
 
How do the 
colonization of a 
growing portion of 
the world and the 
advent of a global 
economy impact 
different peoples in 
different ways? 

• What were the effects of the Mongol invasion on 
the Rise of the Ming Dynasty? 

• What factors encouraged the spread of Islam across 
North Africa and Asia? 

• What factors contributed to the rise and fall of the 
Gunpowder Empires? 

• What factors influenced the Renaissance in Europe? 
• How did the themes of the Renaissance and 

Scientific Revolution demonstrate continuity and 
change over time? 

• How did the civilizations of the Aztec and Inca 
differ? 

 
 
• What were the internal and external factors 

contributing to European and Chinese maritime 
exploration? 

• How were the Spanish able to conquer the Aztec 
and Inca civilizations? 

• How did Spanish colonial systems and racial 
classifications influence life in the Spanish 
colonies? 

• What was the impact of the Columbian Exchange 
on the Americas and Afro-Eurasia? 

• How did trade in the Indian Ocean impact European 
colonization? 

• What were the causes and consequences of the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade? 

• How did the trans-Atlantic slave trade impact 
enslaved peoples? 

County-created unit 
assessment which 
includes SR questions 
based on document 
analysis and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based on 
content covered in 
class. 
 
Additional teacher-
created writing 
assignment, project, 
performance task, or 
other major assignment. 

Unit 3&4: Age 
of Revolution, 
Industry, and 
Nationalis 

20 Days 
(4 period 
schedule) 

D2.His.14 (Causation) Analyze 
multiple and complex and 
interrelated causes and effects of 
events in the past. 
D2.His.2 (Continuity-and-
Change Over Time) Analyze 

How can ideas 
transform societies? 
 
AND 
 
To what extent did 
industrialization 

• What were the Enlightenment ideas? 
• How did Enlightenment ideas impact the modern 

world? 
• What were the causes and consequences of the 

French Revolution? 
• How effective was the French Revolution compared 

to the Haitian and Latin American Revolutions? 

County-created unit 
assessment which 
includes SR questions 
based on document 
analysis and a written 
response 

AND 
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continuity and change in 
historical eras.   
D2.His.4 (Multiple 
Perspectives) Analyze complex 
and interacting factors that 
influenced the perspectives of 
people during different historical 
periods. 
D4.1 (Argumentative Writing) 
Construct arguments using 
precise and knowledgeable 
claims, with evidence from 
multiple sources, while 
acknowledging counterclaims 
and evidentiary weaknesses. 
D4.2 (Explanatory Writing) 
Construct explanations using 
sound reasoning, correct 
sequence (linear or non-linear), 
examples, and details with 
significant and pertinent 
information and data, while 
acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanation 
given its purpose. 
 

impact the 
development of 
nations and shape 
their identity? 

• How did the reign of Napoleon impact France and 
the rest of the world? 

 
 
 
 
• What factors contributed to the rise of the Industrial 

Revolution in Great Britain? 
• How did the technological innovations of the 

Industrial Revolution affect regional and global 
economic development? 

• What were the societal impacts of the Industrial 
Revolution? 

Teacher created 
assessment based on 
content covered in 
class. 
 

Additional teacher-
created writing 
assignment, project, 
performance task, or 
other major assignment. 

Units 5&6: 
Imperialism 
and Resistance 

20 Days 
(4 period 
schedule) 

D2.His.14 (causation) Analyze 
multiple and complex and 
interrelated causes and effects of 
events in the past. 
D2.His.4 (Multiple 
Perspectives) Analyze complex 
and interacting factors that 
influenced the perspectives of 
people during different historical 
periods. 
D2.His.1 (Historical 
contextualization) Evaluate 

How did 
imperialism change 
the balance of power 
in the world? 
 
AND 
 
Can ideas change 
the balance of power 
within and among 
societies? 

• What were the motives behind imperialism? 
• How did imperial occupation transform the culture 

of the colonized people in Africa, India, Japan, and 
China? 

• How did African societies successfully resist 
European Imperialism? 

 
• What were the causes of World War I and which 

was the most significant? 
• How did the introduction of new military tactics 

and technology contribute to total warfare? 

County-created unit 
assessment which 
includes SR questions 
based on document 
analysis and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based on 
content covered in 
class. 
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how historical events and 
developments were shaped by 
unique circumstances of time 
and place as well as broader 
historical contexts. 
D2.His.2 (continuity-and-
change over time) Analyze 
continuity and change in 
historical eras. 
D4.2 (Explanatory Writing) 
Construct explanations using 
sound reasoning, correct 
sequence (linear or non-linear), 
examples, and details with 
significant and pertinent 
information and data, while 
acknowledging the strengths and 
weaknesses of the explanation 
given its purpose. 
D4.1 (Argumentative Writing) 
Construct arguments using 
precise and knowledgeable 
claims, with evidence from 
multiple sources, while 
acknowledging counterclaims 
and evidentiary weaknesses. 

• What were the consequences of the First World 
War on people and places outside of Europe? 

• What were the causes and consequences of the 
Armenian Genocide? 

• How did the Treaty of Versailles impact Germany 
and international relations? 

• What factors led to the rise of communism in 
Russia (Soviet Union)? 

Additional teacher-
created writing 
assignment, project, 
performance task, or 
other major 
assignment.. 

Unit 7&8: 
World War II 
and the Birth 
of the Modern 
Age 

20 Days 
(4 period 
schedule) 

D2.His.1 (Historical 
contextualization) Evaluate 
how historical events and 
developments were shaped by 
unique circumstances of time 
and place as well as broader 
historical contexts.  
D2.His.14 (Causation) Analyze 
multiple and complex and 
interrelated causes and effects of 
events in the past.  

How do competing 
ideological 
alignments result in 
regional and global 
conflicts? 
 
AND 
 
Does the second half 
of the 20th century 
represent a 
fundamental and 

• How did the Great Depression impact regional and 
global economies? 

• What factors contributed to the rise of fascism in 
Germany and Japan and how did that impact the 
people in those nations? 

• How were the nations of Germany and Japan able 
to gain territory and how did the policy of 
appeasement contribute? 

• How did the total warfare of WWII impact both 
combatants and civilians? 

• What factors contributed to genocide during World 
War II? 

County-created unit 
assessment which 
includes SR questions 
based on document 
analysis and a written 
response 

AND 
Teacher created 
assessment based on 
content covered in 
class. 
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Continuity and change 
(D2.His.2): Analyze continuity 
and change in historical eras.  
Multiple perspectives 
(D2.His.4): Analyze complex 
and interacting factors that 
influenced the perspectives of 
people during different historical 
periods.    
D4.1 (Argumentative Writing) 
Construct arguments using 
precise and knowledgeable 
claims, with evidence from 
multiple sources, while 
acknowledging counterclaims 
and evidentiary weaknesses.   

lasting shift away 
from Western global 
hegemony? 

• What factors contributed to increasing tensions 
between the United States and the Soviet Union? 

• How did the implementation of communism in 
China differ from the Soviet Union? 

• What were the causes and consequences of the 
Vietnam War? 

• How did the Cold War impact Latin Americans 
nations? 

 
 
 
 
• How were the independence movements of South 

Asia and Africa different? 
• What was the impact of apartheid in South Africa 

and how did it eventually collapse? 
• What are the roots of the Arab-Israeli conflict? 
• How did communism in China change after the 

death of Mao? 
• What factors contributed to the decline of the Soviet 

Union and Eastern Europe? 
• What are the causes and consequences of the 

Rwandan genocide? 
• How is climate change impacting life on earth? 
How is economic globalization impacting both 
individuals and nations? 

Additional teacher-
created writing 
assignment, project, 
performance task, or 
other major assignment. 

 


